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Orthopaedic Surgery and Rehabilitation

Dr. Jackson
Bence has 
traveled the
world, but he’s
always bounced
back to
Nebraska.  And
he bounces
around Nebraska,
too. A “veteran”
adjunct faculty
in the Department of Orthopaedic Surgery,
Dr. Bence crisscrosses the state each week
from his work at the Lincoln Veterans
Administration Hospital, to a clinic in Grand
Island, to surgery and resident training at the
V.A. in Omaha. “And I’m learning every
step of the way.”

“There have been so many innovations in
orthopaedic surgery since I finished my 
residency. Arthroscopy and joint replacement
were unknown,” says Dr. Bence. “We must
learn constantly. That’s what makes medicine
exciting, and that’s why I enjoy teaching 

residents. I learn, too.” 
After graduating from Broken Bow high

school, Jackson Bence served two years in
the Navy, much of the time overseas, “a long
ways from Nebraska!” He returned to
Nebraska and enrolled at Hastings College,
but his biology studies were interrupted by
the Korean War. He served in the Navy for
another 1½ years; then returned to graduate
in 1954. Four years later he graduated from
the University of Nebraska College of
Medicine, then interned at Wayne County
Hospital in Detroit. Dr. Bence returned to
Nebraska, working in a general practice, first
in Loup City, then Auburn. 

“After seven years in general practice, I
decided to specialize,” he says. His family,
numbering two boys and two girls, moved to
Kansas City where he began a residency at
St. Luke’s Hospital. In 1970, after one year
of general surgery and three years of
orthopaedic training, he returned to Nebraska
to practice in Grand Island.  In 1984 a heart
attack and by-pass surgery forced him “to

make some changes.” This time, instead of
leaving the state, he moved to Lincoln and
joined the Veterans’ Administration Hospital
staff.

He now travels regularly from Lincoln to
Grand Island and Omaha. As if that isn’t
enough intra-state travel, Dr. Bence and his
wife Carrie get away to family ranches near
Broken Bow whenever possible. He enjoys
visiting his children and grandchildren, but
“likes coming home to Lincoln.” He gave up
hunting and fishing after his heart problems,
but still plays golf and loves to read fiction
and nonfiction-beyond medical journals. A
recent trip to Thailand to visit his daughter
gave him hours of “air” time to read books
by Stephen Ambrose, one of his favorite
authors.

This veteran, surgeon, and veterans’
surgeon has “bounced around a bit,” but says
one of his greatest professional satisfactions
is to participate in Nebraska’s excellent
orthopaedic program. “It’s exciting to be part
of the learning process.”

A Message From The Chair
The Nebraska winter is behind us and we are on our way to spring.

June is a much anticipated time for our fifth-year residents as they
begin the transition to the next phase of their careers (see inside for
the story about where our June graduates are headed). I know you join
me in welcoming these outstanding Nebraska/Creighton orthopaedic
surgeons as our newest colleagues.  

This spring, two of our faculty members reached a career milestone
as well. Dr. Steven Hinrichs, who holds a joint appointment with
Orthopaedics and Pathology and Microbiology was promoted to 
professor. Dr. Glen Ginsburg, who holds a joint appointment with
Orthopaedics and Pediatrics was promoted to associate professor. Our
congratulations to both of them.

Our department also welcomed a new faculty member this year.
Learn more about Dr. N. Ake Nystrom in the article inside. Where
would our training program be without the valuable instruction
provided by our adjunct faculty members and mentors? In each 
issue of Breaking News, we will profile one of our volunteer faculty.

Dr. Jackson Bence is featured below.
And we are proud to announce that
Dr. Matthew Mormino received a
UNMC teaching award (see inside
Breaking News for details).

In addition to keeping up on the
people and activities of the department,
Breaking News is also a way for 
alumni to stay in touch with each
other. I hope you’ll take a few min-
utes to send in the form inside this newsletter (or send an e-mail)
about recent milestones in your career and transitions for your family. 
Stay in touch! 

Dr. Kevin Garvin

Dr. Jackson Bence: Veteran, Veterans’ Physician, and Veteran Surgeon

Continuing Education and Grand Rounds
UNMC orthopaedic graduates are welcome to partcipate in any of the following contiuing education seminars and Grand Rounds presented

by department faculty, current residents, and guest speakers.  Here is the tentative schedule.  Please call the department (402-559-4533): in
advance to confirm the schedule:

May
6 Ewings Sarcoma/Dr. James Neff and 

Dr. Douglas McInnis
13 Soft Tissue Coverage of Traumatic

Wounds/Dr. Perry Johnson and 
Dr. Jason Browdy

20 Avascular Necrosis/Dr. James Ballard 

June
3 Idiopathic and Degenerative Scoliosis 

in Adults/Dr. John McClellan and 
Dr. Kristoffer Breien

10 Ankle Fractures (symposium)/Dr. Scott
McMullen and Dr. John Sojka

17 Morbidity and Mortality/Dr. Doug
McInnis and Dr. Dr. Jason Browdy

Graduation Week:
June 28
7:30 a.m. (Orthopaedic Surgery Library)

Project presentations by graduating
residents: Drs. James Ballard,
David Inda, Douglas McInnis, and
Michael Thompson

Noon Golf Outing at Miracle Hills
6 p.m. Graduation dinner and program,

Omaha Country Club

June 29
8 a.m. (Orthopaedic Surgery Library)

Tumor panel discussion
11 a.m. Guest Speaker: Dr. Michael Simon

To confirm these seminars and learn about
other presentations, contact the Department
of Orthopaedic Surgery and Rehabilitation at
(402)  559-8000.

Breaking News is published twice a year (spring and fall) 
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The U.S. Veterans Administration has
granted just over $366,000 to the Department
of Orthopaedic Surgery to fund a four-year
study of infection and prosthetic device
infection. 

Dr. Kevin Garvin was recently notified
that the proposal, “Pathogenesis of
Orthopedic Prosthetic Device Infection,” was
granted a favorable score from grant reviewers
Mark Rupp, M.D., associate professor,
Department of Internal Medicine, and Paul
Fey, Ph.D., assistant professor in the
Departments of Internal Medicine and
Pathology/Microbiology, are the authors of
the proposal and co-investigators. Dr. Kevin

Garvin is principal investigator on the 
project, which will begin this year and 
conclude in 2005.

“Staphylocococcus epidermidis, the leading
cause of orthopaedic prosthetic device 
infections, is extremely difficult to manage
and can be life-threatening,” says Dr. Kevin
Garvin. “This study will investigate the role
of polysaccharide intercellular adhesion
(PIA) and autolysin (AtlE) in the pathogenesis
of prosthetic device infections.” In the first
phase of the project, the research team plans
to define the significance of PIA and AtlE in
the adherence of s. epidermidis to orthopaedic
materials such as stainless steel, titanium alloy,

alumina, high molecular weight polyethylene
and bone cement. In phase two, the study
will test the importance of PIA and AtlE in
vivo (rats). In the final phase, the team plans
to investigate s. epidermidis and PIA
variations through genetic testing and analysis
using a PIA lacZ reporter vector.

“We are pleased to receive funding from
the Veterans’ Administration,” says Dr.
Garvin. “The results of this research will add
greatly to our understanding of orthopedic
prosthetic device infection and may lead to
novel ways of preventing and treating these
difficult and dangerous infections.”

Veterans Administration Awards 
Research Grant to Department Investigators

New Faculty Profile:  Dr. Nystrom Hits a New
High Note in Nebraska

Can a globe-trotting, tuba-playing,
Swedish surgeon and hockey fan who says
he’s “the worst skier you’ve ever seen” find
happiness in the Big Red Cornhusker state?
Dr. Ake Nystrom has been in Nebraska only
a few months (much of their furniture still
resides in the Eastern Time Zone), but he
says, “things are going well.” 

Dr. Nystrom joined the department in
October, moving from Pittsburgh to Omaha.
His wife, Dr. Elisabet Nystrom, a clinical
anesthesiologist and Ph.D. researcher, is a
new faculty member at St. Joseph’s Hospital/
Creighton University. 

Born in Goteburg, Sweden, and educated
at the University of Umea School of
Medicine, Dr. Nystrom first came to the U.S.
in 1983 for a fellowship in hand and upper
extremity surgery at the University of
Louisville. “The two years in Louisville were
an educational experience for our family,”
Dr. Nystrom says with a lilting Swedish
accent. “Our son, who was seven at the time,
became bilingual.” (Their son, now 26,
works for a computer firm in California.)

The family returned to Sweden in 1985
where he and Elisabet joined the faculty at
the University of Umea, and he later
received a Ph.D. in anatomy. Dr. Nystrom

was board certified in
hand and upper
extremity 
surgery in 1983 and
later also in plastic
and reconstructive
surgery. His research
interests focused on
cold intolerance after
hand trauma, and
microvascular 
surgery. 

He also gained
significant personal
experience with cold 
tolerance from 
performing in a Dixieland ensemble on cold
(and warm) street corners. “We have been
chased off of street corners by some of the
world’s finest police forces. Berlin, Prague,
Paris, London, New Orleans, Dublin,
Budapest, Toronto, among others,” he adds
proudly.

The Nystroms were deeply involved in
their careers and had no intention of leaving
Sweden when Dr. Ake Nystrom was recruited
to a position as Program Director of Hand
Surgery with the University of Pittsburgh,
and he accepted the challenge. Prior to that

move, he had also served as a medical officer
to the United Nations, first in Cyprus and
later in Bosnia. He speaks intently about the
war’s devastation in Bosnia and Sarajevo,
which he knew as one of Europe’s most
beautiful and historic cities. 

At UNMC, Dr. Nystrom is settling in to a
joint appointment with Orthopaedics and
Plastic and Reconstructive Surgery, and sees
himself as a bridge linking the departments.
He’s impressed with the residents he’s working
with, and observes that the hospital “has kind
of a Swedish feel.” Now if he can just find a

Alumni News
Here is our bulletin from UNMC orthopaedic graduates in Nebraska, the U.S., and around the world.

Class of 1992
Jeffrey J. Tiedeman, his wife, Nancy, and three children, Jeffrey,

12; Jill, 10; and Patrick, 6 live in Omaha. Jeffrey and Nancy are very
busy with their children’s activities; Jeffrey can be seen coaching the
children’s teams and cheering them on. After graduating from the
UNMC/Creighton Orthopaedic Program, Jeffrey crossed the Missouri
River for the next stage of his training. He completed a one-year 
fellowship in surgery of the hand at the University of Iowa Hospitals
and Clinics in Iowa City, Iowa. The Tiedemans returned to Omaha
where Jeffrey works in the practice of Gross, Iwersen, Kratochvil and
Klein. The group has a subspecialty focus, and Dr. Tiedeman says his
practice is entirely devoted to the treatment of hand and upper
extremity disorders.

Class of 1996
The chair of UNMC’s Honorary Degrees and Awards Committee

recently selected Dr. Matthew Mormino for a 2002 UNMC
Outstanding Teacher Award — the first surgeon to receive this award.
Congratulations on this well-deserved honor!

Dr. Mormino, is Coordinator of the UNMC/Creighton Orthopaedic
Residency Program and Director of the Orthopaedic Trauma Service.
He joined the department in 1997 after completing a trauma fellowship
at the University of Washington. He earned his M.D. degree from the
University of Illinois College of Medicine and completed the UNMC/
Creighton University Orthopaedic Surgery Residency Program in 1996.

One nominating letter described Dr. Mormino as a “tireless 
educator” and a “technically gifted surgeon” who “constantly searches
for opportunities to teach residents and students, both formally and
informally.” He has won the Department of Orthopaedic Surgery Award
for Faculty Excellence in Teaching Orthopaedic Surgery Residents
three times in five years. He gives of his free time and serves as 
faculty advisor to a number of medical students. Dr. Mormino is
described an approachable, caring physician who “treats each and
every patient with dignity and respect” and contributes to the “education
of the ancillary staff,” as well as lecturing on the regional and national
level. One nominator said Dr. Mormino leads by example and his
mentoring influence “extends from the clinic, to the operating room,
to the hospital floor.”

What’s News 
with You?

Break the news to your friends!  Drop us

a note about your professional activities,

honors, or other news and views so we can

publish them in Breaking News.  Feel free to

fax us at (402) 559-5511 or send an email to:

dmeyer@unmc.edu

(attention: Breaking News).

Name: _____________________________________________________________________

Year residency completed:______________________________________________________

Address: ____________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

Activities:___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

Please return to the address shown:

Department of Orthopaedic Surgery and Rehabilitation
981080 Nebraska Medical Center
Omaha, NE 68198-1080

Or send news via email to:  danameyer@unmc.edu

Visit our web site (www.unmc.edu/orthosurgery).



Department faculty members present many
lectures, seminars, and courses on the UNMC
campus, at hospitals in the Omaha area, and
serve in leadership positions for local, state,
national, and international organizations. Here
are some of our faculty’s many presentations,
publications, awards, organizations, and other
professional activities from December 2001
through the end of May 2002.

Conference Presentations,
Seminars and Publications

Neff, J.R.: “How Can We Achieve an
Evidence-Based Approach to Ewing’s Sarcoma?”
American Society of Clinical Oncology, 38th
Annual Meeting, Orlando, FL, May 2002 

Haider, H., Alberts, R.L., Laurent,
M.P., Johnson, T.S., Yao, J., Gilbertson,
L.N., Walter, P.S., Neff, J.R., Garvin, K.L.:
“Comparison between Force-Controlled and
Displacement-Controlled In-Vitro Wear Testing
on a Widely Used TKR Implant,” Paper 295,
28th Annual Meeting, Society for Biomaterials,
Tampa, Florida, May 2002

Ginsburg, G.M.: “Care of the Pediatric
Fracture,” Nebraska Academy of Physician’s
Assistants Annual Meeting, Kearney, NE, 
April 2002

Ginsburg, G.M., Browdy, J.A.: “Single-
stage Hemivertebra Excision in the Treatment
of Congenital Scoliosis,” and “Convex
Transpedicular Hemiepiphyseodesis in the
Treatment of Scoliosis Due to Unilateral
Hemivertebrae,” Mid-America Orthopaedic
Society Annual Meeting, Tucson, AZ, April 2002

Ginsburg, G.M.: “Kinematic, Kinetic, and
Temporal Distance Differences between Children,
Teens, and Adults During Stair Ascent,” and
“Kinematic, Kinetic, and Temporal Distance
Differences between Children, Teens, and
Adults During Stair Descent,” Gait and Clinical
Movement Analysis Society, Chattanooga, TN,
April 2002

Mormino, M.A. and Reed, L.K.:
“Functional Outcome after Blade Plate
Reconstruction of Distal Tibia Nonunions,”
Mid-America Orthopaedic Association Annual
Meeting, Tucson, AZ, April 2002

Inda, D.J., McMullen, S.T., Mormino,
M.A., Crosby, L.A., Fitzgibbons, T.C.:
“Long-Term Results Following Open Treatment
of Comminuted Intra-Articular Fractures of the
Calcaneus,” Mid-America Orthopaedic
Association Annual Meeting, Tucson, AZ, 
April 2002

Urban, J.A., Mormino, M.A., Tarkin,
I.S., Swanson, S.A., Kumagai, S.G., and
Knight, R.Q.: “Outcomes and Complications
Associated with the Use of the New
Trochanteric Gamma Nail and Long Gamma
Nail,” Mid-America Orthopaedic Association
Annual Meeting, Tucson, AZ, April 2002

Buscemi, P.J., Alberts, R.L., Felt, J.,
Horstmann, B., Haider, H.: “Mechanical
Test System for a Knee Prosthesis,” 28th
Annual Meeting, Society for Biomaterials,
Tampa, FL, April 2002

Esposito, P.W.: “Pediatric Back Pain,”
Nebraska Academy of Family Physicians
Annual Meeting, Omaha, March 2002

Mormino, M.A.: Course faculty member,
AO-ASIF, “Advanced Controversies in Fracture
Care,” Sun Valley, ID, March 2002.

Garvin, K.L.: “Biomechanics of THA —
Offset Restoration” and “Acetabular Revision
— The Role of Jumbo Cups,” Hip Symposium,
Beaver Creek, CO, February 2002

Garvin, K.L.: “Leg Length Discrepancy
and Offset Issues,” American Academy of
Orthopaedic Surgeons Annual Meeting, Dallas,
TX, February 2002

Lauder, A.J., Ginsburg, G.M.:
“Progression of Scoliosis in Spastic Quadriplegic
Patients after the Insertion of Intrathecal Baclofen
Pump,” American Academy Orthopaedic Surgeons
Annual Meeting, Dallas, TX, February 2002

Inda, D.J., Fitzgibbons, T.C., McMullen,
S.T., Crosby, L., Mormino, M.A.: “Long-
Term Results Following Open Treatment of
Comminuted Intra-Articular Fractures of the
Calcaneus,” American Orthopaedic Foot and 
Ankle Society Specialty Day, AAOS Meeting,
Dallas, TX, February 2002

Haider, H., Alberts, R.L., Laurent, M.P.,
Johnson, T.S., Yao, J., Gilbertson, L.N.,
Walter, P.S., Neff, J.R., Garvin, K.L.:
“Comparison Between Force-Controlled and
Displacement-Controlled In-Vitro Wear Testing

on a Widely Used TKR Implant,” Transactions
of the Orthopaedics Research Society, 48th
Annual Meeting, Dallas, Texas, February 2002

Walker, P.S., Haider, H.: “The Effect of
Patient and Surgical Variables on Kinematics of
Fixed Bearing and Mobile Bearing Knees in a
Force-Input Knee Simulator,” Transactions of
the 27th Annual Meeting of the Japan Knee
Society, Japan, February 2002

Haider, H., Walker, P.S.: “Analysis and
Recommendations for the Optimum Spring
Configurations for Soft Tissue Restraint in
Force-Control Knee Simulator Testing,” 
Transactions of the Orthopedics Research
Society, 48th Annual Meeting, Dallas, TX,
February 2002

Tarkin, I.S., Bridgeman, J., Haider, H.,
Garvin, K.L., Jordan, M.: “Long Term
Follow-up for Cementless LCS Mobile Bearing
Knees,” American Academy of Orthopaedic
Surgeons, 69th Annual Meeting, Dallas, TX,
February 2002

Tarkin, I.S., Bridgeman, J., Hinrichs,
S., Garvin, K.L.: “Rapid Detection of
Methicillin-Resistant Staphylococci
Complicating TJA Using the Polymerase Chain
Reaction,” American Academy of Orthopaedic
Surgeons, 69th Annual Meeting, Dallas, TX,
February 2002

Haider, H., Walker, P.S., Blunn, G.W.:
“Are the Kinematics of Different TKR Designs
Targeted for the Same Patient the Same?”
Transactions of the Orthopedics Research
Society, 48th Annual Meeting, Dallas, TX,
February 2002

Esposito, P.W.: Book chapter: “Pelvis, Hip
and Thigh Injuries,” The Team Physician’s
Handbook, 2nd Ed., published by Hanley &
Belfus, Philadelphia, 2002

Garvin, K.L., and Urban, J.A.: Infected
Total Hip Arthroplasty. Orthopaedics, edited by
R. Fitzgerald, H. Kaufer and A. Malkani,
Mosby, Philadelphia. 2002

Garvin, K.L., Otterberg, E.T.: Primary 
Total Knee Arthroplasty. Orthopaedic Knowledge
Update 7, published by the American Academy
of Orthopaedic Surgery, 2002

(Continued on next page)

Presenting. . .
Last year 17 orthopaedic alumni and

friends contributed $12,000 toward the 
mission of the department through gifts and
pledges. Most of those contributions went to
the department’s Development Fund, an 
unrestricted fund that can be used wherever
the need is greatest. Dr. Kevin Garvin said,
“We use the Development Fund to support
travel for our residents who have been invited
to present at meetings, bring speakers and
visiting professors to campus, help defray
expenses for graduation activities, purchase

reference materials for our resource library,
help fund alumni activities such as the 
reception at the American Academy of
Orthopaedic Surgeons annual meeting, and
much more.” Dr. Garvin says he hopes all
alumni will support the Development Fund
in 2002. 

In addition to alumni contributions, the
department’s outstanding programs attracted
the attention of the Lied Foundation Trust,
which made an extraordinary commitment in
2001. The gift will be used to intensify the

department’s research efforts. “We are
extremely grateful for the Lied Foundation’s
generous gift,” says Dr. Garvin. “The funds
will help boost our research productivity 
and help us explore promising research 
opportunities.”  

The Lied Foundation has supported
numerous projects at UNMC, as well as
other Midwestern schools and organizations.
Watch future issues of Breaking News for
information about research activities resulting
from the Lied Foundation Trust gift.

Growing Support for Orthopaedics

When you hear that some one
“gave a chair to the depart-
ment,” you assume that a gener-
ous 
individual or organization donated
money to endow a faculty position.

In this photo, you see a real chair donated to
the department by inventor and former
orthopaedic patient Leonard Crossley of

Council Bluffs, Iowa. He adapted a stable,
comfortable chair, adding special adjustments
and a combination of wheels and non-
movable feet. Physicians Assistant Roxanne
Peters, who works with hip surgery patients,
poses in the chair. A special thank you to
Leonard Crossley who combined his 
experience as a patient and his expertise as
an inventor to help future hip surgery
patients. The plaque attached to the chair 

The Crossley Chair

he department is also embarking on 
several research projects financially

sponsored by the orthopaedics industry.
Companies are starting to recognize the
growing strength of the UNMC Biomechanics
laboratory in conducting advanced simulations
and wear testing of total knee replacement
implants. Three such projects have been 
conducted in the last two years.  

A new medium-sized grant has just been
received to perform simulation and wear 
testing of a new mobile bearing knee design.
The concept, whose use is growing in the
USA, incorporates anterior-posterior motion
and internal-external rotation between the
polyethylene insert and the tibial tray of a
Total Knee system, almost simulating the
function of menisci in the intact knee. This
added mechanism of motion allows the
femorotibial articulating surfaces to be more
conforming and thus reduce their stress and

wear. The now “mobile” bearing insert 
however introduces itself a new articulated
surface which contributes backside wear. The
advantages,  disadvantages, and resulting
wear are the subjects of scientific discussion;
they will inevitably depend on the details of
individual design. 

Having the ability to simulate the system
well in-vitro (on a knee simulator) is being
appreciated more and more by the industry,
and is becoming a precursor to human 
clinical trials. The company which contract-
ed this test requires the data as part of their 
submissions to the FDA to permit general
use of their new implant. Their new ceramic 
knee, another innovative concept in
advanced materials for reducing wear, had
also been tested recently at UNMC.

Dr. Hani Haider is the principal 
investigator and will be assisted by technicians
Richard Croson and John Crowley. The grant

calls for the
research team
to perform a 5
million cycle
knee wear 
simulation test,
equivalent to an
average patient
walking with
the implant for
5 years. One of
the department’s

two state-of-the-art force control knee 
simulators will be used.  

Encore Orthopaedics, an Austin, Texas-
based subsidiary of the Encore Medical
Corporation, has contracted with the 
department for this latest test and is providing
the new mobile bearing knee specimens. Dr.
Haider and his team will report their test
results to Encore later this year.

T



Conference Presentations,
Seminars and Publications
(Continued from previous page)

Mahoney, C.R., Garvin K.L.: Periprosthetic
Acetabular Stress Fracture Causing Pelvic
Discontinuity: A Case Report. Orthopaedics.
2002:25 (1)

Haider, H., Invited Seminar: “Simulation
and Testing of Total Knee Replacement
Implants, Methodology and Technology from
Concept to Production,” Presented at Faculty of
Engineering, University of Nebraska at Lincoln,
December 2001  

Neff, J.R.: “Trends in Large Bone Allograft
Transplantation,” Musculoskeletal Transplant
Foundation’s Donor Services Division, Las
Vegas, NV, December 2001

Offices and Other Service
Activities

Esposito, P.W.: National spokesperson for the
American Academy of Orthopaedic Surgeons
Position Statement on Trampoline Injuries 

Huurman, W.W.: Serving his second term as
president of the Nebraska Orthopaedic Society

Graduation Approaching Quickly
Mark your calendar and plan to join faculty

members and residents for the 2002 graduation
celebration on Friday and Saturday, June 28-
29. Four University of Nebraska/Creighton
University Orthopaedic Surgery residents
will graduate. 

Dr. Michael Simon, professor in the
Departments of Orthopaedic Surgery and
Pathology at the University of Chicago, will
be the featured graduation speaker. Here is
the tentative schedule: 

Friday, June 28
7:30 a.m.  (Orthopaedic Surgery Library)

Project presentations by graduating 
residents:  Drs. James Ballard, David
Inda, Douglas McInnis, and 
Michael Thompson

Noon  Golf Outing at Miracle Hills
6 p.m.  Graduation dinner and program,

Omaha Country Club

Saturday, June 29
8 a.m. (Orthopaedic Surgery Library) Tumor

panel discussion
11 a.m. Guest Speaker:  Dr. Michael Simon

For more information about graduation
weekend activities, please call Susan Siebler
at 402-559-4251. All alumni and faculty
members are welcome to participate.

Dr. Michael Simon is a 
professor in the Departments of Surgery and
Pathology and former director of Orthopaedic
Surgery Resident Education at the University
of Chicago. He graduated from the University
of Michigan College of Medicine in 1967

followed by an internship and general 
surgery residency also at Michigan.
From 1969 to 1971, he served in the
U.S. Air Force, first at Nellis Air Force
Base, then in Vietnam. In 1971 he
returned to Michigan to begin an
orthopaedic surgery residency. Later, 
he completed a fellowship in musculo-
skeletal pathology at the University of
Florida and achieved board certification.
Dr. Simon has served in leadership
positions in numerous Chicago, state,
and national professional organizations
and societies. Currently, he is president
of the American Orthopaedic Association
and chair of the Accreditation Council
for Graduate Medical Education. In the
past two years, Dr. Simon has served 
as president and senior director of the
American Board of Orthopaedic
Surgery and past president of the
Academic Orthopaedic Society. During
his productive career, he has published
dozens of scientific articles, book 

chapters, and abstracts, and has been a 
visiting professor on more than 30 occasions.
Dr. Simon serves on the editorial boards of
the Journal of Bone and Joint, Journal of
Clinical Oncology, and Annals of Surgical
Oncology. 

Our four residents will scatter around the
world for the next step in their professional
careers. 

• Dr. James Ballard has accepted an
arthroplasty fellowship with Dr. Todd
Swanson at Desert Orthopaedic Center in
Las Vegas, Nevada.

• Dr. David Inda has accepted a 
fellowship in foot and ankle surgery with Dr.
Jonathan Deland at the Hospital for Special
surgery in New York City.

• Dr. Douglas McInnis has accepted a
fellowship in arthroplasty with Dr. Peter

Devane at the Wellington School of Medicine
in Wellington, South New Zealand. 

• Dr. Michael Thompson is going into
orthopaedics in the U.S. Air Force.  He will
receive his location assignment soon.

What happens after graduation?

Nebraska Well Represented at AAOS
Meeting

University of Nebraska residents, alumni,
and faculty members were well represented at
the annual meeting of the American
Academy of Orthopaedic Surgeons in Dallas
earlier this year. Drs. Kevin Garvin, Anthony
Lauder, David Inda, and Ivan Tarkin gave 
presentations at the AAOS meeting.  Dr.
Hani Haider presented posters at the ORS
(Orthopaedic Research Society) meeting,
which ran concurrently. In addition, more
than 50 orthopaedic surgery alumni and
friends gathered at the Nebraska/Creighton 
reception, one of the largest (and most 
enthusiastic) crowds in several years.

Dr. Ivan Tarkin, Ho III with his AAOS poster

At left current Nebraska/Creighton residents
cruise the exhibit hall at the annual AAOS 
meeting in Dallas: Left to right Drs. Ivan Tarkin
(HoIII), Anthony Lauder (HoII), Kristoffer
Breien (HoIV), Michael Thompson (HoV), and
Josh Urban (HoV).

Left to Right enjoying the reception: Drs. Deepak Chavada (1995), 
David Brown (adjunct), Lynn Crosby (1989), T. Kevin O’Malley (1990 and
current adjunct), John Connolly, former department chair (1974-1990).

Left to Right at the AAOS meeting: Drs. Glen Ginsburg, Ivan
Tarkin and Matthew Mormino.


